
 

   
  

 

The Manchester Ship Canal Company Limited (Registered No. 7438096 England). Registered Office: Maritime Centre, Port of Liverpool L21 1LA 

NOTICE TO MARINERS 
 

№1 – 2020 
 

HARBOUR AND PORT OF MANCHESTER 

NOTICES REMAINING IN FORCE 
Year №  

2014 5 Barton Road Bridge 

2014 7 Port Operations – VHF Communications 

2014 8 Movement of Vessels in Restricted Visibility 

2014 9 Vessels Docking in QEII Lock 

2014 10 Draught Calculations within Eastham Approaches 

2015 12 Temporary Closure of Berths 

2015 25 Northwich Road Bridge 

2015 27 Moorings at Locks and Berths 

2016 25 Vessels Manoeuvring in Queen Elizabeth II Dock 

2016 26 Moore Lane Lay-Bye 

2017 23 Compulsory Pilotage 

2017 29 Queen Elizabeth II Dock – Vessel Generated Noise 

2018 2 Trafford Wharf Construction Works 

2018 16 Ince Outfall – Dead Slow 

2018 19 Queen Elizabeth II Lock – Temporary Operating Restrictions 

2019 3 Dead Slow at Ellesmere Port 

2019 8 Pilot Ladders 

2019 9 Vessel Draught Declarations 

2019 36 Maximum Draughts (July 2019) 

2019 39 Illegal Use of Dangerously Weighted Heaving Lines 

2019 42 Runcorn Docks – Reinstatement of Berths 

2019 49 Guiding Light Trial – Drydock Bend 



 

   
  

 

The Manchester Ship Canal Company Limited (Registered No. 7438096 England). Registered Office: Maritime Centre, Port of Liverpool L21 1LA 

Copies of the above Notices are attached hereto. 

All other Notices issued prior to this date are considered promulgated 

sufficiently, owing to their age or content (including references to extant 

documentation), or cancelled (i.e. 41/2016, 11/2019 and 20/2019). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOM/363/048/M001 1 January 2020 





















































 

   
  

 

The Manchester Ship Canal Company Limited (Registered No. 7438096 England). Registered Office: Maritime Centre, Port of Liverpool L21 1LA 

 

SPREADER BRACED AGAINST STANCHION 

 

This example shows the completely unacceptable 
practice of bracing a spreader against the stanchion 
of the handrail. 
 
The spreader is not designed to bear the weight of 
the pilot ladder and there is no evidence of 
secondary securing. 
 
The side rope itself must be secured to a deck 
strong point using the aforementioned methods. 
 
The weight of the ladder should not rest on the 
spreader. 

SHACKLE SECURED TO STRONG POINT BUT BRACED AGAINST RUNG 

 

This example shows shackles braced against one 
of the rungs. 
 
Ladder rungs are only seized onto the side rope, so 
should the rung or rung wedges fail, the ladder will 
drop, at least until the next rung. 
 
The side ropes on either side of the ladder should 
be secured to a strong point using the 
aforementioned methods.  
 
The weight of the ladder should not rest on the 
shackle on the rung. 

LADDER UNSECURED AT END 

 

This example was in conjunction with the shackles 
onto a rung highlighted above. 
 
Should the rung or rung wedges fail, there is 
nothing to stop the ladder dropping. 
 
The side ropes should themselves be secured to a 
deck strong point. 
 

 

 

 

MOM/235/049/M001 11 February 2019 











https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/code-of-safe-working-practices-for-merchant-seafarers-coswp-2018


 

The International Labour Organisation (ILO) Code of Practice – Safety and Health in Ports, 
Section 6.13, Mooring Operations, Para 357 states:  

“A “monkey’s fist” at the end of a heaving line should only be made of rope. Additional 
weights should never be added to it.” 

The signatories call for ship-owners, ship-managers, ship’s agents, port operators and pilots 
to assist in eradicating the use of DWHLs by the following: 
 

1) Informing all incoming vessels of their duty to follow the Code of Safe Working 
Practices (COSWP) 
 

2) Issuing them with MCA Safety Bulletin No. 2 – Annex A 
 

3) Stressing that fines, Port State Control Inspections and criminal prosecution are 
likely, especially should a vessel persist in their use. 

 
All stakeholders can play an important role in preventing the use of anything other than a rope 
monkey’s fist or alternative soft safety pouch. By promoting and raising the issue with all 
parties with a vested interest bad practice can be eliminated. 
 
The agreed procedure for reporting incidents involving DWHLs to the MCA for enforcement 
action for both UK flagged, and non-UK flagged vessels is at Annex B. 
 

 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Richard Ballantyne Nick Dorman Richard Steele 
Chief Executive Chairman Chief Executive 

British Ports Association British Tugowners Association Ports Skills & Safety 
   
 
 
 

 

 
 

Bob Sanguinetti Tim Morris Mike Morris 
Chief Executive Officer Chief Executive Chairman 

UK Chamber of Shipping UK Major Ports Group UK Marine Pilots Association 
   

 
 
 

https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_dialogue/---sector/documents/normativeinstrument/wcms_546257.pdf


 

Annex A:  
MCA Published Safety Bulletin No. 2 Dangerously Weighted Ships Heaving 
Lines – Accessible Here.  
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/464265/safety_bulletin__No_2_Dangerously_Weighted_Heaving_Lines_28.09.2015_rev4.pdf


 

Annex B: 
 

Actions on Receipt of a Report: non-UK Flagged Ships 
 

1. Operator/Port Harbour Authority to report the incident to the nearest Marine Office 
(MO) and MCA Navigational Safety via: navigationsafety@mcga.gov.uk  

2. Resulting in injuries to personnel - the ship should be considered for inspection in the 
normal manner. 

3. No injuries reported – a stepped approach is considered by the Marine Office 

4. A letter to be sent to the ship owner/operator via the agent (preferably by email) 
highlighting the incident. 

5. Marine Office to send copies of email/correspondence to the MCA Enforcement 
Branch and Port Liaison Policy Manager (PLPM) as soon as practicable, for their 
records and to consider any additional enforcement action that may be appropriate. 

6. Marine Office to maintain a simple recording system of the reports and the response 
from the MO; to recognise repeat offenders. 

7. Second Offence by the same ship – MO to consult the issue with Inspection Operations 
Branch and enter an unexpected factor message in THETIS [THETIS is the information 
system that supports the new Port State Control inspection regime (NIR)].Ship 
considered for inspection. 

8. MO to notify PLPM and Enforcement Branch 

9. Third and subsequent incident reports of the same ship – MO to refer the matter to 
Enforcement Branch to consider appropriate enforcement action. PLPM and 
Inspection Operations Branch to be kept in the copy. 

 
Actions on Receipt of a Report: UK Flagged Ships 
 

1. Operator/Port Harbour Authority to report the incident to the nearest Marine Office 
(MO) and MCA Navigational Safety via: navigationsafety@mcga.gov.uk  

2. Resulting in injuries to personnel - the ship should be considered for inspection in the 
normal manner. 

3. No injuries reported – a stepped approach is considered by the Marine Office 

4. A letter to be sent to the ship owner/operator via the agent (preferably by email) 
highlighting the incident. 

5. Marine Office to send copies of email/correspondence to the MCA Enforcement Branch 
and Port Liaison Policy Manager (PLPM) as soon as practicable, for their records and 
to consider any additional enforcement action that may be appropriate. 

6. Marine Office to maintain a simple recording system of the reports and the response 
from the MO; to recognise repeat offenders. 

7. MO to follow this up or by referral to the MCA Customer Service Manager (CSM) on 
case by case basis 

mailto:navigationsafety@mcga.gov.uk
mailto:navigationsafety@mcga.gov.uk


 

8. Second Offence by the same ship - Marine Office to consult Inspection Operations 
Branch and consider inspection and notify PLPM and Enforcement Branch. 

9. Second Offence for UK Flagged Company - MO or CSM to notify the company (DP). 
Discuss the issue and establish a corrective action plan. 

10. Third or subsequent Offence by the same ship – MO to refer the matter to the 
Enforcement Branch to consider appropriate enforcement action and to notify PLPM. 
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NOTICE TO MARINERS 
 

№42 – 2019 
 

HARBOUR AND PORT OF MANCHESTER 

RUNCORN DOCKS – REINSTATEMENT OF BERTHS  

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that with immediate effect, the following berths at 

Runcorn Docks are available for discharging and loading of vessels: 

Berth 
LOA 

Not Exceeding 
Beam 

Not Exceeding 
Draught (FW) 

Not Exceeding † 

    Francis No.1             97.51m 15.25m 4.90m 

    Alfred No.5           105.00m 16.00m 6.50m 

    Fenton No.6/8           115.00m 16.00m 6.80m 

    Fenton No.7/9           115.00m 16.00m 6.30m 

† Draughts are subject to change from time to time based upon prevailing survey results. 

   Please refer to subsequent Notices to Mariners. 

Furthermore: 

1. The occupation of Berth No.5 must be considered for the arrival and departure of 

vessels to and from berths in Fenton Dock. 

2. Berth No.3 may be made available as a lay-bye berth for vessels with a draught 

not exceeding 5.33m (FW). However, the use of No.3 and the maximum 

dimensions acceptable from time to time will be limited by (i) the size of vessels 

alongside on No.5; (ii) vessels arriving at or departing from berths in Alfred Dock 

and Fenton Dock; and (iii) vessels swinging in the entrance to Runcorn Docks. 

3. The order of vessels to receive cargo handling services and the scheduling of such 

services will be as determined by the Runcorn Docks Manager, subject to any 

directions issued by the Harbour Master. 

Notice to Mariners №26/2017 is hereby cancelled. 

 

MOM/333/010/M046 14 October 2019 



 

   
  

 

The Manchester Ship Canal Company Limited (Registered No. 7438096 England). Registered Office: Maritime Centre, Port of Liverpool L21 1LA 

NOTICE TO MARINERS 
 

№49 – 2019 
 

HARBOUR AND PORT OF MANCHESTER 

 

GUIDING LIGHT TRIAL – DRYDOCK BEND 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a guiding light has been established (on a 

trial basis) on the landward-side of Drydock Bend at Ellesmere Port. 

The details of this guiding light are as follows: 

 Identification:  №53 

 Position:   53° 17.235' N  002° 53.073' W 

 Light:    Iso. Y. 2s 

This guiding light will remain on trial until 31 January 2020, after which – and 

subject to any comments received – its continued presence will be evaluated. 

Comments regarding guiding light №53 should be sent to 

merseymarinemanagers@peelports.com prior to 31 January 2020.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MOM/352/001/M016 4 December 2019 

mailto:merseymarinemanagers@peelports.com
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